


Should I be screened with mammography for breast cancer? 

Absolute Benefit of Screening with Mammography 

If we wanted to describe the previous information in regards to the effect on an individual woman 
then we can look at what would occur in a base of 720 women instead of 100 000. 

In the graphic below, each dot represents 1 woman ( = 1 woman) 

If we screened 720 women, aged 50-69 years, at average risk of breast cancer every two years 
for 11 years ... 
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. .. about 204 women would experience a 

false positive mammogram requiring further 
imaging ... 

...26 of these women would have a biopsy, 

all to confirm that they do not have 
breast cancer 

. .. at least 4 women would have part or all of 

a breast unnecessarily removed and bear the 
burden of over- diagnosis 

. . . 1 woman would escape a breast 
cancer death 

For more information visit: http://www.canadiantaskforce.ca 


